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THE ‘F rst commercaal
' coffee ‘production in
& Australia since the ear-
=4y 19305 will come from
a:plantation being
* established in the
Mareeba. district in
north Queensland.:

The revival of interest in
coffee is being spearheaded
by brothers Dick and Nat
Jaques. who have had con-

'J‘\thcrton Tableland from ab-
out 4900 10 1930, with up 10°
§50 -ha e:tabhshed at one
slage

However, - !he qnduqlry
dled cut “through fack «of

“technology. dabor and frmt

damage.

. The Jaques bmthtrs are -
seonfident the industry can be

7evived with modern growing

sacthods and the introduc-

t_mn of mechunisation. .
+The Mareeba block was

- siderable experience growing  carefully chosen for its north

- the crop in their native coun-
Ir\ Tanzania.

Geanng_ up -

At l€ast -oner ﬂther
‘Mareeba district praperty is

plantation, and the develop- =
wments are being watched
with interest by northern
lﬂth{.O Erowcers who view it
Ak A pmslhle alternative
rmp L
The Jaqut:*- trothers have
sme more than 12 ,months
setling up a 65 ha propertv.in
" the Paddys Green district
“for their coffee plantation.

.. A planl nursery was estab--

> fished first and the job of
gxl.mtmt_ out H1 ha with year-
old trees i pxpected 0 be
. completed by the ond of the -
Loyear, T L
v Loffec wasgrown on the

casterly aspect to minimise

.. frost, soil type and acess 40
irrigation. . . . - e

LTI haa
—R_BiTyi :-.-.-‘_'13349.'!3‘.._“‘.-....1'

- paid 10 soil conservation,

with the property surveved

und conloured- prior to-
-gearing wp -for. a zoflee '4314“13"(’" es!ahh\hmem S

Irngatlon

~A drip drrigation system

fas been installed. drawing
water from the channel sys-
tem fed from Tinaroo Dam.

The plantation iscurrently
‘heing exstablishéd with trees <
planted 1.2 m apart tn 4 m :

- rows. giving a density of ab--

out 280 plants -5 hectare., -

The brothers plan to estab BN

~4ish Verano stylo in the inter-
S Tow spuces 10 help stabilise

the soil and controt water” -
Tun-off dunng the swct-‘

8 (l\ﬂn L e

-wanettes ) :
.Harvest -~ -

First coffec from the new- X

makes come ack

_-About .?’5 percent oT lhe‘

-sccd required to establish

“the wnursery was obtained -

from the Department of

““Primary Industries research - °
centre at Kairt, with the ba-

{ance selected imported

1y-established plantation
+hould be harvested in three
years. with {full production
achieved in ﬁvc years.

BROTHRS Nat and Drck Jaques Coﬁee Estate' North Paddy s Green Mareeba, with some
of the 12-1nonth-old coffee trees w‘hlch are ﬂaady to be planted out.

B
THE mrsery at the Coffee Estate, North Paddys Green, Mareeba owned by brothers Dick and Nat Jaques
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