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trobited  alternowmt . and
thundersiorms over the Pénin-
sula and western parts of Barron
and Herbert. Few showers near
the coust. Light e moderite
Lo northeust winds,
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PLANS 1o eswablish a
$200,000 coffer plantation
in North Queensland
could end in dismal

economic lajlure, a senior -

official of the Primary in-
dustries department” has
claimed,

Coflfes was o labor ip-
iensive crop, he said. Such
a project could only suc-
oved with improvements
in cultividion technigues
and development of
muchipe hurvesling, or
with Federal Government
tarifl protection,

The Lands Minister, Mr
Hewitl, announced in July
5200000 would be spent
10 eslablish a coffee plan:
tution and_ processing

lasit on 67 ha in ke

high la

Coffee project in balance

af  Lhe
Tubleland.

The official suid coffeg
would grow well in many
argas in Queensland and
FOWN SUge-

had been
cessTully in the past,

“However,” he said,
“harvesting cuffee is nolt
like hurvesting ted.

"Nu  mechanical
vesters huve
developed for coffee bean
picking. .

"I is u labor imensive
operztion und | cannot see
it bcim%,successl‘ul with Lhe

o custs prevaitin

Atherton

THIS raport was prepared by University of Queensiand
journalism student Harold WRIGHT.

fee bean price rises
substantially.” Mr Hewitt
sijigl.

Cuoffee beuns ripened in-
discriminately, he said.
Four o six pickings would
be ngeded over the
ripening period o ensure
guality and hi%h prices
and ‘this would Cause
heavy praduction costs.

Experiments were bein
curried out with chemical
spruys. such as ethepon. o
make ull the berries ripen

would mean ong plcking
only. with-huge savings in
labor costs.

No mechanical har-
vester was avatluble a
present, he spid. but one
could be developed i the
hgrvest were a once only
picking.

Coflee wis extensivel

rewn in Nort

ucensland; at Kuranda,
in the |8%0s.

En 1900, 60 plantations
totalling 175 ha were in

It wus also grown suce
cessfully on  Burdekin
Mountun.

After Federation jn
1901, the new Federul
Governmem reduced the
protective taridff and the
erop became uneconomic
because of the high labor
requirement.

Headvy widespread
frosts in 1902, which
severely dumaged nearly
all plantations, ended the
eacly altempls 1o grow

coffee commercially. No -

further ullempis” were
made until " ihis  present
venlure. ’

—— - "
for cofiee beuns was about

CWs

$4800 i 10nne.
Six years ago, the
Primary Indusiries

Dcpurtment official said,
the price wus only $900 a
jupne, bul severe frosis
in 1974 hud destroyed most
of the Brazil crop, forcin
the price up lo $7000
Lanne.

AL the latier -price, he
said. colfee could be
rown pralitably in
ueenslond.

The price fluctuated,
however, and by the time
the Queensland pluatation
producing, the
Braziliun  plaatmions
would again _be in full
producion,  with con-
sequent  reduclions  in

arecbu-Dimbulah  area

here, unless the world cof-

ut the same lime. This

producticn.

The current world price

orices.
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Isalated showers east coust and
neatby ranges. Winds mosily
light 10 moderate east to
northeast. High fire danger .
inlend. Seas shight.
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THE Department of Primary ln-
dustries fully supporis the cstablish-
ment of a coffee industry in North
Queensland, senior horticulturist at
the depariment’s Kumerunga

yesterday.

“Beparunental offiders huve already
contributed to and will continug Lo assist |
wilth ihe Southedge project in terms of
advisory and rescarch services, within
the limits of resources and commiti-
ment.. to other crops. :

research station, Mr B. Watson said -

DPI backs coffee project

“No departmental officer has ever
claimed that the proposed plunting at
Southedge ‘could end 1o dismal
cconomic failure’ as staled by Mr
Harold Wright in his ariicle in “The
Cuirns Pagt™ on October. 25" he said.

Mr Wright has in fac! not interviewed
any departmental officer on the coffee
development, but he does appeas to have
selected certain paragraphs {rom a hor-
ticulture branch advisory publication

which was writlen ut the height ol the
colfee price escalation two-and-a-half
years ago,” Mr Waulson said.

AL that stage, the depurimenl was
congernied thal growers might plant col-
fee in the hope of producing profitably,
from hand harvesting.

_Then as now, the deparument con-
siders that the crop must in the long
term be harvested mechanically in order

~Southedge development

t0 become an ccanomic venture,” he
said. :

He said in the past Lhree years therg;
have been developments in machine har-
vesting overseas and the owners of the

ropose o
include this technology in sf:vpi'qpmg_a_
harvester. - -

“In’ dddition, il is hoped 10 use crop
Manrdpement praclices (o Compress the
mi_léurlij' period of berries,” Mr Watson
said, . ’ ’
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