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for Tableland brothers

- Australia's ticst cotfes harvestar was pul fo the tost at Kairl Research Sta-

tion on the weskand, and according o the awners, Jaques Bres. Manage-

mant Pty Ltd, it performed ‘outsta
the cofise industry in Austraiia.

An attempt at ¢offes
roduction made in
eensland and mainly
around the Tablalands

" parlier this century fail-

ed, mainly because the
cost of harvesting the
baan bacame

kanakas
deported. |
The aolution was to
modernise and
mechanise the whole
procoeas, expecially at
the harvesting stage,
and the %?DD 0
harvester has been im-
orted  from  New
and for this pur-
pOB6.

‘Without this
machine coffee
harvesting would still
not be economical In
thiz country', accor-
ding to Dick Jaqueas, a8

wre

it would take two to

thres hundred

laboorers to do its wark .

Al this stage.
is the only othar coun-
try usin
tlon or coffae
harvesting, though stil
in tha exparimental
staga and usInF a
simiiar sai of principies
but based on the
English bercy picker.

)

mechanisa:

Tha Jagues
Brothers' harvester s a
straadle tractor,
desighed 0oy Syd
Goldsmith of PE
Enginesering in°- New
Zealand, who accom-

. panled the harvester on
uneconomical giter the

8 tdebut.

The harveater is a 60
horsepower
hydraulicly-drivan
straddig tractor with a
shaker aystem of four
Agitatoqn, & conveyor
aystem and trash
removal aysiem inside.

‘“The shaker eystem
Is the hearn the
machine and has dil-
ferent ampiltudes of
shake and

shake’, Syd said

The orginal design

cama rom the
Agriculturai -Engineer-
Ing institute In New
Zoaland but has baan

.developad into a whole

range of berry-picking.
machines, mainly for
berry fruit lIke blusber-
rles and raspbearries.
Adjustmanta were
mada almost from
scratch 19 medify the
harveater for .the Ja-
ques’
and although iast
weekond was the flrat
time it was used on cot-

The heart qf the new coffee harvester is iis shaker system of 4

tor

. inflnltely
vasiable speeds of

requirements, -

ndingly’, slgnaliing tha real go ahead for

a0t Tl 2
men plat no
spacifically designed

‘hervesting, it parform-
ed outstandingly, he
salg. :

©On tha tlest run the
yield was 10.2 tonnes
ot er acre, (ap
prox 1.7 ionnes of
marketable  produce
per acra)- This figure

- was up to 12 tonnes by

the and of ihe
weekend, (2 tonnes
marketabla),
Jagques - brothers - are
confldent that with a
taw more adl]ustments
thig figure will be even
higher on thalr own
Estate. i :

An iInitial problem of

methanical:

“WIth thelr Tew
harvaster provin
potential of mechaniz-

#d harvesting, the Ja- -

ques Brothers are con-
fident that 1ihe
Tablelands can provide
‘the spaarhead for a
new industry’.

At leasl 400 acres
hava already bean
established on
Tabielangs, Includin
Ben Colbran's - 2

acres, their own 81 acre -

Marssba Cotlee Estate

- and'shares now bein

and the -

‘sold in their new 11
acre Tableland CoMes
Plantatian.

in & detailed feasibifl.

ty study of establishod
costs and projected
returng  for

tation, L
Brothers -’ ~ hava

estimated that a few .

thousand acres of cof-

" fea will' be neaded. to

mechanized harvasting -

was that K requires.
flowering

uniferm

which induces ualform .

ripening, as the
machina  wllt  not
dlecriminate ripe from
immalure berries. This

problem has been over- -

comsa by control of the
Howering and a fina)
control on the ripaning
with  chemlcals like
Ethral. Thess
chemicals used cor-
ractly have no effect on
flavour.

agitators which shake the berries loose as the harvester siraddles

.and moves down the row of

P

coffee bushes, _(Comera Double OQ).

aatlefy the . potential- .

Australlan market of
Arabica coltee, (the

highest priged iypa an

the market and the type

the Jaquas ara present-
Ly growing on  their
" Estate).

Having praven the
laboyr contant can be

the.

the

the.
Tableiand Coffea Plan- .
tha  Jagues

raduced by things like
a cantral automatic ir-

rigation and fertiliza- "

i

tion system, and modt’
importantly .

mechanical harvesting,
the Jagues Brothars
are  confident colfea

will prove "a rewarding |

indugtry for the North’,

!




