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The Jagues brothers' new coffee harvester with Mr Nat Jagues at the comrols.

DOES THE WORK OF

'HUNDREDS OF HANDS

Coffee was harvested mechanically for the first
time on the Atherton Tableland last Friday.

It was, in fact, the first
time that coffee has been
picked by aiachine any-
where in the world except
in Brazil.

The magic machine
that did the job, ‘out-
standingly well” accord-
ing to its inventor, Mr Syd
Galdsmuth, from Christ-
chorch, New Zesland,
was 4 brand-new dhiny
blue straddie tracior. |

Tt straddled the rows of
coffee trees, envelgping
each bush singly 'and
shaking off the bunches
of red-brown cherries.

Off 25 mature tess,
the machine . 'picked’
about 200kg of herries.
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Jaques. did a quick. cal-

calation.” . )
“Thar's about 1.25kp

per tree of marketable

greencoffeebeaps — 1.7

tonnes to the acre,' he
said. *‘Pretty good con-

sidering the condition of

the trees.”’

The trees were mure

. than 30 years old and had

aof been pruned for
mechanical  harvesting.

They were growing at the

Department of Primary
Industries”  Kairi  Re-

" search Station.

* As they were the only

" mature trees growing ina
. plantation on the Ather-

“ton Tableland, Dick

Jaques and his brother

Nat ‘borrowed” them to

demwonstrate  heir new
machine.
PIONEERS

TFhe Jagues brothers,
who came w0 Australia
from Tanzania. East
Africa, where they work-
ed a family coffee plant-
ation, are pioneers of the
Tabieland’s infant coftee
indusicy.

Their Mareeba Coffes
Estates, ai Paddy’s
Green, Skm west of Mar-
eeba, now has 90,000
three-year old Arabica

coffee trees established

on 31% hectares. .

The brothers expect 10
start harvesting coffee
next year.

As well they are
lannching  second plant-
ation, . the Tabieland
Coffee Planwtion, also
pear Marecha, in which
they are seiling shares.

The new plantation will
consist of 4.5 ha. plant-
edwithupto 136,000¢0f-
fee Irees.

The brathers will man-
age the plantation and
they will retain a 20 per

cent equity in it. They

have put 80 shares, each
worth $12,282, on the
market.

"*We have already sold
30 shares,”” Mr laques
said al Kairi on Friday.

He and his brother had
called for investors in the
new plantation, he said.
because they had insuf-
ficient capital 1o develop
it on their own.,

They lease their Mar-
eeha Coffee Plantation
land from the Water Re-
sources Commission. Es-
tablishing their trees had
cost them more  than
F200,000. .

“We are looking at

164) hectares of coffee o’

spearhead the coffee in-
dusiry in the porth,'” Mr
]aqll_.les suid.

he indusery’s viabil-
ity in Australia, he be-
lieved, was dependent on
total mechanisation. **ln
Tanzania,'" he said, **we
emptoy 200 or 300 people

at the peak of the

harvest.””

Flw: brothers have al-
ready completely mech-
anised coffee tree culi-

vation — and it seemed
on Friday that they bad
mechan-

the answer fo
ically barvesting \he
coffee beans.

Their new - machine
was developed in New
Zealand by My Goldsnith
originaily from a black-
curtant harvegter design-
ed at the New Zealand

Engineering Institute, © -

Mr Goldsmith makes
harvesters. big and smal,
for blackberries, blug-
berries. boison bemies.

Recensly he modified
his bipgest berry picker
to meet the Jagues
brothets™ reguirements to
handle coffee,

The tracior-picker ar-
rived in the north last
week,

“I1’s very exciting. I'm
delighted,””  said  Mr
Goldsmith, alter its trial
at Kairi.
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