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Coffee is shaping
up as attractive
crop in the north

COFFEE 35 shaping up as
an anral_:ti\;g itng;tmem

rospect in North Queens-
rand thanks o the innova-
tive skilis of the Jagues
brothers who grew up with
the crop in Tanzania, East
Africa. :

The Jagues brothers — Richard
and Nal — and another former
East Afncan, Jim Watson, have
launched Morth Queensland Cof-
fee Plantation Piy Lid.

The brothers already have
made an impressive etan with
coffec in snother North Queens-
iand project, Marecba Coffes Es-

'fHIS !-?0. New Zsaianeslgned berry picker has prowed to

be successful for coffes harvesting on the Jagues brothers'
Mareeba Cofies Estate. A similar machine wili be used for Nortl
. usensiand Coffee Flanigtiorn. .

tate Py Lad, set up three years
ago. It now has 226,000 Foffee
rees ted acar Mareeba on
the western fringe of the Atherton
Tableland.

This vomplex coffee project
features compleie trickle irnga-
tion with in-buill fertidiser appli-
cation and a high degree of me-
chanisation,

Manager and director for
North Queensland Coffee Planta-
tom is Jim Watson, an accountant
from East Africa who has been in
Australia for 15 years. Mr War-
son has been in the fast food
industry and for the lzsi 13 years
heid & senior financial manage-
ment position.

The big breakthrough for suc-
cessful coffee production in
Queensland will come through
mechanical barvesiing. This has

ved the way for a successiul

omestic coffee indusiry afler
more than three-quarters of a
century of imports,

Quecusland had & significant
¢offer industry back at the tumn of
the century, Coffee was T On

the Atherton Tableland from
about 1900 10 1930 with up 10 150
ha established a1 one siage.

Bul labour cosis plus some
frost demage and lack of experi-

t paud 1o coffee growing in
Morth Queeasland, leaving Aus-
tralis ko import all is ee for
the next 75 years.

And these coffee imports have
cost Ausiralia e hefly whack of
overseas exchange. The total im-

Tt tonnaﬁ: of pon-rogsted
Eea.ns i 198083 was estimated &t

33,000 toanes. 1t would take
about 13,000 ha of coflce 1o meet
this local demand. based on an
industry average of 3.9 tonnes a
hectare.

The Yaques brothers have
solved the arvesling{pmb]em by
importing & $70,000 New Zealand
machine designed to harvest deli-
cite redcurrants, raspberries and
blueberries. i

The harvester is a 44 kW hy-
draulically driven straddle wacior
with a shaker system of four
agitalors, @ converyor system and
teash removal system, The shaker
is the heart of the machine and
has different rates of shake with
variable speeds.

The Jaques fownd the machine
ideal for coffes and arc confident
of harvesting up 10 five tonnes a
hectare when “the coffec trees
reach full bearing,

This will enable them 10 oper-
ale a &0 ha coffec plamation on
their pwn. The elternative without
mechanical harveling would be
gbout 200 hand-pi . North
Quecosland Cofiee Flastation
will use ane of these machines to
harvest its crops.

Both the faques’ Mareeba Cof-

fee Estale and the new North

land Coffee Planiation are

based on Arabica variety coffee

which comprises sboul 50 per
cen of 1otal coffes imports.

Average price of Arabica coffee
at present is from $3 (0 34 kg For
green beans. Estimated all up cost
of production is put at aboul

kg,
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Jagues brothers’ Mareeba Coffee Estates. The same variaty\will be
used by North Queensland Cotfas Plantation Pty Ltd.

Double cropping chance
following prolonged rain

PROLONGED winter and
Spring rain I many areas
of northern NSW anpd
South Queensland have
made double Cropping from
wheat into sdmmer crops a
real possibility this season,
according t0 Pacific Seeds
agronemist John Slatter.

Mr Slaiter $8id recemt wide-
spread rain had thsured good soil
moisture condifons would con-
tinue even aftel the wheat crop
was harvesied.

rait would joi
ww-i{hm.l 1_iub§oil nﬂ?m“f
rusking conditio™ ideal for plant-
ing quick surntD* cash crops.

Mr Siatier sdVised farmmrs 1

ble would encourage rapid drying

which counld affect germinaiion.
Farmers showid select 2 planter

with good trash clearance and a

‘narrow planting boot. All cultiva-

tion tines should be removed.
Sunfewers and sorghum coutd
be successfully double cropped
from wheat with sunflowers the
first choice because January-
planted crops would matute m

cooler condilions which promoted
higher oi! yields, Mr Statter said.

Growers should select a sun-
flower variety with even flowering
and even maturity characteristics
to Bssist with insect and bird
control and harvesiing opera-
tions,

Serghum growers should select
a guick maturing variety with
good slandability and fast, even

Aowering which would minimise

sorghum midge damape #nd
ical treatments, Mr Slatier
said.

Standebility slso was impor-
tant bocuuse of unceriain weather
conditions dug:-‘? the auinmn
peried which d require ma-
ture crops 1o be held standing in
the field for several days, Mr
Slalter said.

[Cautious crop assessment

needed for insec
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