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- First coffee in 50

AUSTRALIAN coffes will be in the
shaps in about Saptember — the first
crop of beans grown commercially in
this country in more than 50 years is
being harvested now on the Atherton

Tableland.
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Kat Jagues mansgec
the family éarm iz ‘Tanza-
ol for a iew years before
edigraling 1o Austrslia
with his wile, Linda,

Dick look a different
Foute, gaining 4 psyehology
dégree at an American uni-
versity before maving Lo
Australia whete be joined
Wootworths in Sydney.

Alter completing the
Woolworths  manzgement
Waming scheme be spent
five years with the
Coinpany, ending up a store
mEnager And eventually
Group Manager.

ARd now that their

Mereeba veplure is ﬁ The first barvest is now

BrOWing coffee, but you
Can pick spois where it
becomes & yizble
propuasition,

In the Mareeba Coffee
Estale's case, for Instaoce,
the pluntalion is Jocated up
the slopey of the hilly and
consequently doesa’s suffer
the frosts experienced fur-
ther down, only live miles
away. Frost, of course, is
coffee’s worst enemy,

“You could grow coffee
on the coast, byt the prob-
lem there is the erratie
raintall patiern” Dick
Jaques told The Register.
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The plant is being
assembled now but oot adl
“quipment is in place yai
andg the tirne of the colfee's
arrival on Norlh (ueens-
land's store shelves will
depend oo bow seon the
Jaques brothers can start
roasting,

In the rmesntime, the
green beaos are being
slored and can remain in

. storage for long periods

provided they are kept
well aived and away from

strong wdours.
When the Jagues first

- arrlved thelr block was

just virgin bush. Today
they have 77 hectares (190
acres) under cultivation,
owing’ 140000 coliee
trees.

The treus wen in three-
aod-a-half years ago and
will rot reach talurity
until they're about Tive
years obd,

When the farm is Fully
produclive the Jagues
brothers hope to produce
at leagt 250 onnes of col-
tee a year, of both the
roasted bean and ground
coffee variety, and mur-
keled a5 “Jaques Hros.
Coffee."

Said Dick Jaques:
“We're looking at a yield of
at leasl twa Lonnes apy acre,
and Ikat’s probabiy the
bighest anywhere [n Lhe
warld."

Iz faed the Marecba
operation iv jikedy tv be Lhe
world's most efficient ¢of-
fee plaaiation.

“Mobody in the world is
duing it the way we are
doing i," Dick said.

The basis of the opera-
Loz 12 2 unique drip irtiga-
lion sysiem bsed to ensure
the coffee berres ripen
uniformly, while a spe
cially developed mechani-
cal harvester is al the
beary of whal would other-
wise bave been an impoasj-
ble venture beczuse of
EXCESsivE labour cosls,

Drip irrigation is, of
course, nel  particularly

where a large part of the
money and effort spent so
far bas gone.

“It 1ok us Lthree years
(o develop the right ferti-
liser program for growing
coifee under the cireum-
stances we have bere in
Mareeba,” Dick said

“There simply weren'y
any data for us o go on,
barticutarly not for a gys-
tem involving drip irriga-
tion controlling the exact
nutrient levels of the irees,

“Nobedy auywhere in
the wuckl had ¢ver dowe it
befort, s¢ we comidat go
ol and mek. We bad 1o do
it gurselves.

“We've put abawt §1I
miition into il s far, We've
bad no help from
anybody.”

However, the effort s

now beginning 1o pay off
and Mr Jeques said the

Machanical coffes harvesting . .

In Eact, despite the drp
irrigation system, (he
Mareeba plactation could
net be made to pay irs way
without Lhe mechanical
harvester.

Mechanical harvesting

& oet & world first, bur
there are only two other
companies ln the world
who have successfully de-
veloped and used similar
machines. Eath are
Brazilian.

The Jaques machine iz

based on a harvester de-
vélooed [ New Zealand to
harvesi delleate blue-
berries, redcurrants and
raspberries,

As 2 coffee harvester it
i3 built around a 44Kw
hydraulically-drivenst rzd-
dle tractor, with a shaker
syalem of fowr agitators
with fibreglass ~fingers”
which gently shake (the

. e sagral {o the Ja

eApurts recendly declared
a sample of Jagues coffee
lo be un 2 par with “Ken-
¥an AA" geserally re-
garded as the best voffes iy
the world

Twa other coffee
groups, “Robusta® and “Li-
bevica” are regarded as
inferior aithough hey are
generally  hardier and

mMore  disease resislaat
than Arabica coflee
varielies,

Most cheaper cotfees
avaliable in the shops are
mixtures of Robusta apd
Liberica, with z small
AMOUNT 01 Mok s Anches,
in to impreve the flavour,

The Maresba Caffue Es.
tate's high quality blead is .
te be roasted and packaged
by the brothers themselves
because thiy watled Lo be
sure the yuality was main-
lained throughout the
Process.

and brother Nat is walching closaly from beting,

il outlets wnd e food
seryice indusiry,

Al thiz slage they are
ool going to produce -
Stunt coffee becsuse that
will invalve haviag 1o butid
4 35-$¢ million factary and
they don"L wand Lo cvrnmit
themseives 1o that kind of
expenditure {yet).

However, there are
plans to turn part of the
Gperaticn iate a iouriaz
venture, tui Dick Jaques
said Lbey didn't espect to
iouve UMo that area for

wnolbert two Years ot 30,
o B havent realiy
Ih‘lj’l:!t;

~§d e cevtainly have-
't coated it yet,” he xaid

L would cost some-
thiog Yike 3500000 tv do iy
Pruperly, building w restua-
rant, a gift sbop and other
facilities. Bar we are cer-

tainly Likking at 4,"

ques’ Brathnrs' success. Digk Jaques is driving

Hire profits...

Hiring from the Powerscreen fleet of high
higher profitability on fong and short term contracts. _ .
Not only do we give you the best in screening equipment, but we give you the best in

-production mobile screening plants is the guarantee to
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expertise and parts and batk-up service, at rates that wen't eat into your Gudget, ‘
S0 now, you don't have to over-capitalise on the fob, or make do with inferior gear. You just
have to ring Mick Gilbert on (070) 51 8522 and ask him how YOu can make a hire profit.

«.ire Powerscreen.,




