The Jaques Brothers of N

On their 77 ha Margeba estate,
one of the most automaled coffes
farms in the world, they produce 10p
quality coffee straight from Lhe troas
\o the pack. -

"“The fresher the coffee, (he betler
the taste,” say Dick and Nal Jaques.
. “There's no chance of imported cof-
fee being as totally fresh as ours.”

They can pick the coffee with their
mechanical harvesief and have it
X roasied and packed for consumption

" with their sophisticated machinery in
just 60 hours. The Farm could be
maintaingd by only two people.
Colfee wus Mirst grown in Austrs-
;. ha at the turn of the century. Mare
than 150 ha was planted with coffec
then, mainly in the Kuranda, Bingil
Bay and Buderim areas.

It was then that Aystralian coffes
ained an inlernationz| reputation
or high quality.

Unfortupately, a number of pal-
itical and climatic setbacks cansed
% the industry ta fold and it is only in
" rocent years thai the necessary tech-
2. nology has been developed to over-

¢ come the main drawback, labor cost.
The Jagues have been the first 10
1ake ad\ranlar%e of applying 1his tech-
nology 1o coffee farming.

They grew up on their parents cof-
fee farm in Tanzania, East Africa.
Huving a long assaciation with
collee Tarming enabled 1hem 10 see
the pitfals of Lhe old system, improve
upon it and add new ideas ol their
awn.

“We feed the 240,000 coflee trees
with lertilizer made up of nine differ-
ent nutrients 1wice a week and we
monitor the fertilising in the lezf and
the {rees 10 ensure aptimum levels of
nutrients are maintained,” Dick said.

DICK JAGUES, init, and his brother, Nat .., “There's na chance of im-
ported coffes being as totaily frosh ag ours.”

. -censland are the I .

.' broak the 50-ysar-old droughk wf wuifes growing in Ausirac:,

He said that in third world coun-

tries most colfee was prown by peas- -

ants who did not have money to bay
feruilizer and the coffec plant miksed
oyt o0 nwiricats in one way or anoth-
er.

He said their trees had no seriops
coffee disease.

“[1"s a malter of genetics: if it's
good siock it will produce good and
healthy offspring, which in turn have
m_:nIe brought up the proper way,” be
said.
“We planted coffee arabica —
ﬁenerally regarded as the best for ils

avor — and we nurtured our see-
dlings inta heaithy trees with the end
result }mnﬁ good coffee.”

White ¢
coffec going up in price, Dick said
their coffee price would remain the
sime.

Moderation

Indefence of caffee’s bad publicily
on heaith grounds, Dick said coffec
like anyihing ¢lse couid be harmful if
laken in excess.

“It's a question of drinking it in

moderation,” he sajd.
“Australian colfee drinkers zre
becoming mare discerning in their
taste and good coflfee is going ahead
inleaps and bounds,” -
Nuturally the Jaques brothess

hope their collce will do the same.

Bhick’s raain responsibilicy will be the
management of Jaques Brothers'
Colfee, and Nal's will be 1he Mar.
echa Coffee Estate,

On Tuesday, Dick will be in Bris-
bane to host “The Great Australiun
Coffee Cruise™ on board the Caplain
Cook cruising restaurant for Lhe
launching of Faques Brothers' Aus-
tralian Coffee, - i

RECTS

THE JAQUES tami-
liwa fluft): trom leit,
Dick Jaques, Dicik's
son David and his
wife Mariolyn, Nat
Jaguea, Nat's sons
" Jason and Robert,
- and his wite Linda.

THE MONTH FOR NORTHERN GROWERS

1%’s the end of
coffee ‘" Hugl.

ere is talk of imported

butter, 0 it would b Htting H growing tex
helped res:i:a North Quesnaland's nt?ﬁing
suger indusi; ;.

A few growes: stside Innisfail abready have 1aken
the gamble. Tew. - ! exatic fruits arc on 2 very shart

listof alternative . = that growers can lurm tg in the
Super Wet Belt.

Onlyafewsolar: -:been game enough to lurn o
tea, wiich is just &i . Ul becanse the marker at this

stage is limited. Bu: rthere ase bopes 1hat aonik
Creensland in future ouid supply much of Austri-
lia's teg demand. .

Ivis not 2 new idea. n 1884, James Culten, a suz-
veyor, laid out wilh mathematical procision what was
probably Austraha’s first wea planiation on the Cute
ten family selection skong the banks of Cedar Creck
at Bingil Bay, sguth of Lnnisiail.

The lacation was considered perfect; the right
climiate For tes-growing, high humidiy and bigh an-

Tea wnd sugar go tagether like bresd and |
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nual rainfall but the 1918 cyclons, one of the bigget

in Queensland's bistory, wiped out the Cuttens.

Diversitied
In 1958 intercst in tea growing was revived with the
establishment of Nerada, a planwation 25 km west of
Innisfail 2nd the building of & modern te factary in
the carly Tk,

Four farmers an the Atherton and one at Cape
Tribulation Tableband who diversified from dairy

farming have been augmenting Nevady's owg planta- &
tions &nd Lhe company has issued anciher five &

licences 10 grow 1ea, faur of 1hem so cane larmess. -

ek, .
The marketing dircitor at Nerada, Mr Rod Taylor, B

says Neranda is aiming at supplying 10 percent of
Australia's tea consumption,

One cane grower who tried tea, Frank Darveniza of

South Jobnstone, last week was busy galbering 1.5
tonne of Ica seeds from old tea irees, ready 10 plant
30 ha with tea ai the end of the mamb.

His lamily sent cane Lo the South Johnstoee mill
when it first opened in 1917 26d Darveniza is sticking
Lo sugar but has been experimenting with other crops
since 195 :

He will have a 1 crop of
fruit native 16 south-cast Asia and relawd
by nexl year. :

k 1
10 lychees,

“| cauld see clouds gathering for sugar so | looked

sakd.

“Exotic fruits are 3 good prospect. Hall our mi-
granls naw come leom South-east Asig and they
area’t interssted in grapes and pears.”

around 625 7ot 1o have all my eggs in ane basker,"be W

Don’t just tell Mum
she’s the best
in the world.

Tell the

world.
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