STH & CONE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1984

 Mareeba coffee growers
aim for national market

From LESLENE WQODWARD
in Mareeba

'

A NEW producl, which will -

‘soor be launched in MNorth
Queensland, s hoped 10 even-
-Jually take over a major share
of a domestic market worth
$205 miliion anoually.

The product is coffee and M is
ﬁrown and [{lrocwsed by brothers
ai and Dick Jagues on their
" property 9 km west of Mareeba, It
should ‘start appesring va super-
market shelves in early Octoper. .

_The Jaques lactory was offi-
cially opened yesterday morning
Rr the Queensland Minisier lor
orthern Development, Mr Bob
Katier, who hailed it as a mile-
stone for North Quegasland.’

The Jaques brothers established
their original coffee plantation
outside Margeba five ‘years ago,
since then they have expanded
considerably. They now have 244,

000 coffee” trees growing under.

sophisticated farming technigues
on 17 ha of land. " 4

In 1982 they imparted a berry
picker from New Zealand and had
‘1t adapted 10 pick coffee beans —
2t the time there were only a
handivl of automated coffee har-
vesters operating in the world, all
of them in Braaii. - -

And the development of the
MNew Zealand prototype was hailed

* Pictured at yesterday's official opening of the Jagues brothers

at the lime as giving the green
-llght 10 the establishment. of a vi-
able coffec indysiry in this coun-
try. ,
Yesterday the opening of the
new coffes processing factory saw
the completson of spage two of 1he
brothers’ project which will make
them the gn]
poriers of coffee in-Australia.

The new factory, was buill at a
cost of $600,000 and is adjacent 10
the plantation. Lt will handle 40 to
50 1onnes of beans this year but
production is expected 16 double
RexXt yesr and m[plc the following
gar.as.mom colfeg trees begin 10

ar. .

According 1o the muarketing
manager of jagues Bros Colles
Pty Ltd, Mr Jonathan Sutherland,
even al this early stage distribution
is llmitod_onlr ¥ llEc quantiy of
beans avaiiable. =

He said the west coast of
America and Japar — which by

the best coffee in the world — -

were hoth very interested.

*“Il we had the coffee available

we would hgve it-on the plane
tomorrow,"” he said yesterday.
. “Distribution will therefore he
limited to North Queensland for
this year with a simail amount go-
ing i{e Brisbane then we will ex-
pand into the rest of Queensland
next year and we will go national
the following year;™ he said,

Mr Sutherland does pot under-

naw coffee processing factory are — from tefi — the Minister for

processors and ex- -

estimate the dilficuliies 10 be en-
counlered in marketing the new

. product.

Potentially there could be pra-
blems, he conceded.

“Bul I think Australians basi-
cally suppart Austraiian
products,” he said.

Distribution will e handied by a
Townsville-based lirm, Classic
Cufice Company, and the coffee
will be marketed in special lami-
nated packs under the name
“lagues Bras Coffes”. .

Agcording to Mr Sutheriand the
gas-flushing system of packaging

_ will be used in preference Lo the

vacuum-pack method to ensurs
maximum freshness.

“Gas ﬂushinF_ or inserting a -
i

small quantity of inert gas into’the
packages 1o exclude axygen is not
a new idea bul is now becoming
more pepular,” he said.

“The laminated packs lend
themselves ta this method better
than meial containers.”

The sorling, roasting, grinding
and packaging machinery in the
factory were imporied from the
United States, while the ancilliary
equipment including augers,
troughs, hoppers and tubes were
buill in Ausiralia.

The lactory will use the levita-
tion method of roasting, in pref-
erence to the more common drum
mtl-.thod, o achic¥e a superior re-
sult.

Member for Barrwn Hiver, Mr

In the levitaiion process the
beaps are rotated on a cushion of
hot air rather than being tumbied
in & metal drum.

Foad service industries in the % -

North should be serving the coffea
by the end of this manth while it

will make its {irsi appearance in’
gourmer and delicatcssen sho

and on suptrmarket shelves carly

in Ociober,

© " The initial. quamity of beans -

roduce aboul 4,

rocessed will
E 250 packs.

00 kg or 200,

Ahhough an exact retail price is -

not yet available it is andersicod it
witl be competitive with ather
leading brands.

Fulure plans provide for oan-

siderabie expansion of the existing
plant and for the building of a
tourist complex tw cost about
$500,600, possibly within 1he next
WO years.

Coffee is a lucrative market in

this country. The retail industry is
estimaled 1o be worth $203 milfion
per annum. Pre-packaged ground
coifee is regarded as a growth
markel segment increasing its
share of the market by an average
$2 million annually aver the past
eight years.

in the 11 months from June
1983 to May 1984, 27 million kg of
coffee were i(; ried into Ausira-
lig. In 1981-B2 Ausiralians were
drinking 2 kp of coffee per head
per anaum.

. Martn Tonni: My Nat Jagues: the
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