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Our new coffee may give rivals grounds for complaint

MOVE over Blue Moantain,
make way Mocha, Mareeba
is here.

Australians ean now greet the
day with {resh roasted
focally grown coffee for the
first time in nearly a cen-
tury.

The crop comes from North-
ern Queensiand wherve Dick
and Nat Jaques, who learned
the coffee business in Tan-
zania, have 24,000 coffea ara-
bica plants in production.

They are aiming at the upper
‘end of the market of high-
quality, pre-packaged

. ground coffee.

“We can see cur fields from
our roasting shed,” they
boast, " noting that their
beans are roasted, ground
and sealed on the spot.
Coffee, if permitted to
breathe after roasting, be-
gins to deteriorate immedi-
ately. '

The Jagues brothers claim to
produce “the freshest coffee
in the world — bar none”.

At a recent tasting, their
brand was misjudged as
Kenya AA, but they aren’t
complaining. Kenya AA is
considered one of the best
beans in the world.

Five years ago the brothers
took up a YTha lease under
the Queensland Lands De-
partment's pioneer project
after studying the weather
patterns ef the Atherton
Tablelands for the past 50
FEATs.

They are relracing history.
The area s’uipported al thrtil:'s _
ing coffee indusiry in the T i ey = e A : i
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eventnally ~made coffee . : > ; o . . o
farming uneconomic.

The Jaques believe that mod-:
ern hydroponi¢ and mechans
ical farming will enabl
them to beat the odds.

Instead of an irreczularly:

pening crop, hand-picked;>

jhey are banking OnR AN ex-

rrigation to conirol fruiting
d instead of hand-pickin
teams of laborers, th

. are pulped and prepared.
Other farmers have begu

irop is not expected to hav
International impact, Aus

tralia imports more ths
000 tonnes of green bea
nually for roasting, biend
g and packaging by loc
mpanies, although 75
nt of the nation's cofle
nkers are tagged as “in
tant” drinkers,

"marked increase in
nsumptiion of drip filie
ffee and it is estimate

ffee machines in daily us



