- C adetias
Hawaiian delegatlon on tour of J aques

-
. L
e N

cotfee plantatlon

One of the visitors from Hawaii, Rick Robinson (left) presents Dick Jaques with a
souvenir of the groups’ visit. It Is an imitation coffee bgg from the Kona Caffee planta-

tion in Hawaii.

A delegation from the Hawaiian Island, Kona, made a visit to several
Tableland agricultural industries last week as part of a study tour designed to
lmprova their farming techniques in Hawaii.

The major stop of the
tour was an Iinspection
of the newiy opened Ja-
ques Brothers coffee
plantation to the south-
west of Mareeba.

The delegation which
was made up of coffee

rowers, macadamia
armers, agricuitural ex-
perts and farm financers
were shown over the
plantation,
recognized as one of the
most modern in the
wortd.

The organizers of the
tour were the Kona Cof—'

fee counci!.
The main d!ﬂarence
that the 19 person

delegation saw between
the techniques used by
the Jaques Brothers and
those eamployed in
Hawaii was the axtent t0
which mechanisation
was used at the Jaques
Brothers set-up.
According

Robinson, a
farmer on Kona, angd a

member of a Farm Credit *
organization, what Dick -
and Nat Jagues havehia .
the -

far superior to
Hawaiian industry.

which is.

“goffes

te Rick
coffee’

“In Hawaii we are what
you would call a third
wortd country as far as
coffeeg productiion
techniques are concern-
ed,” he said.

“At the momenti
everything is done by
hand. Pi¢ Ing, watering,
the iot. So it is quite im-
pressive to comie here
and see how the
mechanisation-of the in-
dusiry can work.”

As to how applicable
such mechianisation
would be to the Kona
industry, Rick
was not sure that
wholasate adoption of
the teghniques wused
would work.

“Kona is an island,
and as such there is not

a great deal of the gently-
sloping pasture land that
is evident here.™

“Much of the coffee
grown on Kona, is grown
on steeply graded, rugg-
ad hill sides, s0 a lot of
the machinery that the
Jaques Brothers' use
u.;clauld not be suited at
a .‘!

There were areas
however, he said, “that
would be suited to the
technigues used here.

He said that there
were gxamples in the ac-
tual roasting and packag-
ing which made com-
parisons a bit difficult,
and this had fo do with
rainfalt, -

He said that the rain-
fali in Kona was guite

consgistent and it was
very hard to control the
amount of water a crop
would bagemngh
However, in Mareeba,
with its reiatwe!y low
rainfall, the amount of
water given to the crop
couid be controlied. This
was a tremendous
benefit in that with the

control of the amount of
water, came controt of |

g

the bulldmg of the crop.

“The Jaguas Brothers :
use a system they call-'
which
involves irrigation at &
certain time for a certain®s

water-stressing,

duration.

By doing this they can

bring their crop to biocm
at about the same time."
“In Kona we have our
crop budding more er-
raticatly, which means
harvesting is a bit more-
difficult.”

“We often have ripe,.
haif ripe and green beans-
throughout our coffee
crop,” he said.

On the future of the in-

take.

He =said that
costs of production were
pushing the indusir

towards mechanisation,®
and that this would be in-:

evitabie in the lang run.

Another
was the chance tha
alternative crops in Kon

would turn to coffee as.

their present cro
became mare unstable.
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dustry in Kona, Rick sald =
there were severat direc-.
tions the industry could

rising’

possibility:

“An example of this i’

the sugar industry on the
island. They are facing
the same problem that
your sugar tndustry is,
and the prospecis. look
dim.”

“They are in a heavily
subsidised industry, and
the trend appears to be
o get out of it. The tand

is usaed for the sugar in- -

dustry would be ideal for
the setting up of a plant
such as the .Jaquss
have.”

Another member of
the group, Mr. Norm
Bezona, an agricuitural
agent, outlined other

aspects of the tour apart

from the coffee.

He said that other
stops on the itinerary in-
cluded the Speewah
Plantation in Kuranda,
“from where Evonne ang
Dennis Wallace joined
the tour for & short white,

Vislts were planned to
the Research Station at

 either Kairi or Walkamin,
. to ‘Don Lavers avocado
= farm,
- plantation

tha Nerada Tea
and sight-
tours of several
falls inciuding Mungali

: and Miilaa Mitlaa Falis.
The group stayed On
the Tableiands until tast

Friday, from where they
travelled south, and
would be ieaving

Australia from Brisbane

in several weeks time.
Dick Jaques said the

visit by the deiegation

was & qood experience,
with the coffee growers

from Kona also providing.

he andg his brother with a

different angle on th:a,.

coffes industry.
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