Resurgence in cotiec
interest 1

L0 — a commodity
overlooked &5 & cropping
alternative in Australia for
more than B0 years — is
making an imporiant
comeback on the western
‘fringe of the Atherton
“Tableland.
© And it is advances 4n me-
chanical harvesting technology,
morc than any otber single
_factor, which bas caused the
resurgence of interest in the
ets?. ) R
- Fragitionslly- grown in thrid
coniries where labor is
{"cbbap and plentiful, carly st-
< ‘sempts 1o grow coflee in Ansirs-
. linwereshortlived.
. More than 160 ha was
: Yhnwd in Queensland in the
£905 but harvesting costs com-
pared 10 the world markei price
wmade the venture uneconomical.

% But if Intest mechanical har-
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AR Na! Jegques checks 4 pank of six Arkal weter wiers

WCHpOraisd in his cotise farm's 40

—iyioen than 100 kim of Prossbach Agro-drig Irrigation
wsmd to BunDTy the §0,000 Dushas an the farm. -

vesti uEpent fan pro-
duggg:qczsu i ci-.nk::f 1he
potential ‘domestic market
seems jucrative. )

in 196(-8] Aestrailans con-
somed 33,500 tonnes,
mmillion worth of tmported cot-
fee and coffee-based products.

‘And on a world wade scale, iL
is clgimed 10 be the second
Iurgest trading commodity after
oil

But like new 1
ut ALy o WDP};M;;E

“From JON CONDON

antation in Tanzania, gambled

. their futores oo & leasehold

plock of sandy lozm scrubland
west of Mareeba,

They have planted 36 ha 10
Arabica variety coffee, totallin
about 90,000 bushes, bot il
more that double their opera-
tion when a furtherd5 ba poes
under crop in jul?‘.

The Jagues' looked over 2

venture there are int 1
must fake if the indus-

" lry s Lo establishivsell.

So far only three growers
have taken wp the chelien
with 160 ha caublished in
Marecba-Dimbulah aree. but
enthusiasm for the crop's pros
pects is running bigh.

Leading, the revival are two
Bast Alncan brothers, Richard
and Nat Jaques.

Five years &g Richard and
Ngt, who Wt mised oo coffee

s

yrickia Wrigation

*fprersiage Sldltion using ‘s
bank of five Arkal water flters -
.j6 connecicd to the system and

Ty, efol ihti, gromng
sites around Australia before
pettling on the well-drained
: west of Mareeha, These

ered 8 ionF:r dry season,
freedom from frost and hail and
plentif] irrigation water sup-

g .

“Ris
copditions around harvest-ume
50 the erop can be siressed (o
contrel flowering and ripening.”
Nar Jaques said. .

“In higher Tainfall areas, this
control is los1.”

One of the district’s . draw-
backs was poor soil quality, bui
this was overcome by the addi-
tion of mutrients through imga-
Hion water.

While other pioneer ooffec
growers pear Mareeba have
opted for furrow m%aurm the
Jaques brothers d jded on a

( to have dry W

o some of our older br
. year returned - picks of more

n the north

jum and trace ele-

Tons,
ments through the waier, :
will be

. “The irrigation system
virtpally duplicated when the 45
ha block is planted.

. The harvest machine ihe

.Jaques brothers have staked

their hopes on is a modified

New Zealand-built Berrimaster

— 4 machine designed to pick

perry fruits — which cosl

STO.gOO 1o impoTh.

The harvesler, & huEe over-
gently

the-row machne whic
shakes bushes 1o Tethove TIpe
beans onlo conveyor belts, ar
rived on the farm last

August
for 12 months of trials be%ﬁre .

the first major pick this year.
“§0 far we are pleased with ils
progress,” Mal ]ﬁucs said. “We
il contimue o adjust the main
shaking trials
e5 last

1em but ear)

than 90 percent in ONE PASS.

“Depending on conditions,’

we may have to. pick twioe in
somc areas.”
Other growers are believed w

be considering a_Brazil ian-de--

signed machine which is consid-
erably mare expensive bui de-
signed specifically for coffee.
While the Jagques brothers
could not give an BCCuratc €s-

costly but efficient mickle sys-

fem.

»This is possibly one of the

only coffee crops in the world
under tnckle rigation.”

al Jaques said.

“Re went for the trickle sys-

intensive, i5 water efficient and
left mo obstacies to interfere
with mechanicai harvesting,”
More than 160 km of Dross-
bach Agro-drip irmipalion tubing
is used, with two drippers rated
at two litres an hour servicing
each plant.

. Bare imaterials for irngation

. m%ﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂwhenbougnthme
- years ago hut the Jaques roth-

&rs cammied oul all construction

‘and jnstallztion work them-

selves

Heart- ol the system is the
pumping station where a 23 KW
#lectric pump draws water from

-the West Barron chanme) of the
Teago

Pam.

pottions, ‘appl ing dilferent
quumiﬂ&s-&qmﬁ bl%u;‘k._ R

chiorine gas is used o sierilise

mains, sob-mains and laseral

tem becsuse il is less labor .

i A liquid !'cﬂilis:x injeeior
ies 8 range of putrients
':r?:g:dmg pilrogen, phospho-

blist cost Tor the crop, i

1at

was clearly not 2 cheap proposi-

Hon-

Under }and leasing arrange-
ments through the Pionser Proj-
ect Scheme, .they outlaid sbout
$200,000 on development dur-
ing the first three years.

Asked wheiher the crop could
be seen 35 an ajiernative o the
-digtriet's ailing tobacco indus-
try, Nat jﬁ"m‘ said coffee was
only pne of many altematves
apen 10 Whacco GIOWErS.

“Prospective growers must
remember it is B long-term crop-
ping proposition.” he said.

“It takes five years to produce
a Emﬁmble crop, unlike wwhaceo
wherethere is & cash return afier
only 12 months.

“While ] don't think Australia
will ever become a major wotld
coffoe producer, jL makes a ot

of sensé to be self-sufficient,” be

said. .

W Cise B AustyaTa T
whistory as B coffee
ymuge of varietes available way

cer Lhe

sevm;_c_ix're_sir_icted. i ‘1«1_:,* -

_#'Ppe five Krabica varicties ‘on
the farm includc four “propo-
wed from seed from Papua
ew Guines and p fifth from

- the DF? Kaint Rma.l‘ch Sjation.
- - However the DP] js conduct-

imported varieties on Sow .
Resgar: ch S1ation. M

Trial program

: t .Queenstand. Originatly designed tor berry craps, the
ing yield trials on several new

Jacques, Maraaba, tor $70.000 in an attempt to reduce ‘ :

*The -Jaques expect £ harvest
of Yerween five and 10 jouncs
when jheir first pick sarls in °
August .

Wext year, when the bushes
have further matured, yields
could be as high as 50 tonnes.
Whep ail 82 ha is in full prodoc-
tian, between 250 and 300
1onnes could be taken off annu-
Rily. .

"\ Fet ; . ¢ ) %5
000 Arabica collee bushas on the Jagues Drothers’ Mareeba Coftee Estates.
250,000 bushas when & second 45 ha portion Is planied in July.

New harvester gives hope fora
Queensland industry success

‘COFFEE growing in
Gueznsland 18 deﬁnite]% a
<goer” according 1o Mr ed

inston, Department of Pri-
mary Indusiry agronomist al
Kamerunga Research Sta-
tion near Mareeba.

Mr Winston predicts @ bright
future for coffec in the Mareeba
district following ythe soccessful
adaptation of a mechanical har-
vester from New Zealand earler

replace the high labor component oftbecmpi.ntbemmhmda
coffee harvesting, significant step towards Australia’s
.~ The cost of labor was one of the  eventually becaming self-sufficient
factars which helped destroy Aus- in coffee,
1ralia’s first caffee industry around The country currently imporied
the turn of the century. gbout 34000 1enues of coffec
About 60 growers i the Ko-  worth aboul $100 million. About
tanda area were cultivating neatly 40 1 of this was Arsbu, the
180 La in 1907 when widespread vanety most suitable for Qunens-
frosts and the pewly formed Fed-  land condjtions. :
eral Government deali them two
crushing blows from which ihey
never recovered.

Factor, cotnbined with a deip imriga-
tion systém and megh.mle
harvesier, would be nsed to control
Dowering of the crop jo omct &
year. -

Floweiing 1ook place &bout
December, with harvest in late
Juldy, early August.

However, thers were limiting
faciors in s climatic requirements
— the urea must be totally free
from frosts; have a pood waier

Mir Winston estimated aboul
10,000 ha would be pecded to
supply the Australian market bl

L sk The povernnent Teduced the tar- malwas.a!mgwayinthe{umm. supply for i tion and a cegular
Abls yoar. iffs oo coffee and with mncreasing A « gbout 176 ha has Tanfadl patiers, 5o that stoms do
Fhe harvester, originally used for  labor costs, the crop became uneco-  been planted, with & further 120 ha 1oL canse irregular erop growiki.
redcurrants, Taspberties and blue-  nomic 10 grow. to be planted this year. The crap ‘xfw on well drained
berdies, was imported by prower The jmportation of the berry  The Diabulah-Marcebe area has  sandy soils which were plentiful in
Bick Jagues for $70.000 and would  harvester has meant a revitalisation “This the Ix bulah/ Wareeha distnct.

a dry winter snd spring,.

LR X -1

for Tableland

THE Department of Fri-
‘mary lndustries has begun
4 new research program
into coffee growing on the
Atherton Tableland. Erams.

About 30 separaie lines

Seed from the various 00f-  have been imported-
fee preducing countrics Most of these were
zround the world arrived i yielding and Tesistant to one

Australia late in 1981 mnd br boli of the two major
feom last month was released  coffee di coffee st
for wsting at three different  wnd coffee berry disease, nei-
- north Queensiand locations.  ther of which were presently

Agronomist Mr Ted Win- i Aunstralia. .
gton of Kamerunﬁz: P.esearch Mr Winston said scedlings
‘Stalion asid the objectives of - -from 1he im ted lines
.the mEsearch rem would Would be tested gt Kameroa-
l%}:‘, Ai;r and Southedge

growers and to sclect the
most suitable cultural tech-
niques, developing nutrition-
sl weed and disease pro-

“he to $elect the most suitable
Arabica -cultivars for the a) Research Stations
.ocal industry, distribute.sed and that research staff would
“or-ather planting matetial to Uy 10 plant before the wel.

$70,000 coftee harvester

PICTURED st right is the imported berry harvester which
has reised hopes for a succasstul colles industry in north
harvestsr was

impored by brothers Richard and Nat

the high latier romponent of colfee harvesting.
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