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- Coffee grower for sale
 Tenderssoon |
- for insolvent

FNQ _pioneer

From LESLENE WOODWARD

MAREEBA — Tenders
will be called soon for the
sale of Atherton Tableland
pioneer coffee growing
business - Jaques Brothers
Coffee Pty Ltd.

The compan’r went into lig-
uidation in March this year
but had continued trading.

One of the liquidators ap-

inted by the Supreme Court,

r Roberl Adcock, of Bris-
bane-based chartered accoun-
tants Hall Chadwick and Co.,
told The Cairns Post from
Brisbane vesterday teanders for
the sale of the business as a
going concern would be culled
soon and probably would close
at the end of August. .

- He said one offer already
had been made for the compa-
ny but had been Tejected as
insufficient. .

_ “It’s a very good business. It
just needs someone with the
rlggt amount . of capital,” he
said.

Mr Adcock attributed the

Mr Richard Jaques told The -

Cairns Post yesterday the fam-
ily was greatly disapf\ointed at
the lack of practical response

towards the company at both-

State and Federal Government
levels, consideririg the pioneer-
ing work done by the family in
proving a_coffee indusiry was
viable in this country. :

“It’s sad for Australia, This
country spends $200 million to
import coffec and we proved
th;dindustry is viable here,” he
said, :

*“This is the most advanced
coffee farm in the world. We
have put gight years of hard
work into it — all our money

-ber 1984, the family com

“and savings.. But that happens

to pioneers all down the track.
We have lost everything.”

The Jaques brand coffee is
now marketed- within Queens-
land &nd interest had been ex-
pressed in-the United States
and Japan regardin% import
possibilities when liquidity

Eroblcms within the company]l.

rought further negotiations to
a halt. :

The company
operations in Qctober 1983,
growing coffeec on a property
at Mount Abbott outside

Mareeba and marketing it in

Queensland. The Jagques brand

coffee is now sold throughout §
Queensland and, according to |

the company, is served in 0
per cent of Cairns restaurants.

The Jagues brothers, with *

their wives Linda and Mari-
olym, began their pioneering
Tableland coffee plantation in
1979 with 90,000 coffee
bushes.

.When their $600,000 coffee |

factory was opened in Septem-

Eany
which had taken over the busi-
ness, Jagues Brothers Coffee

coffee processor in Australia

and its efforts were hailed as .

successfully demonstrating cof-

fee was a viable crop in this |

country.

In August 1982, the com.pa-
ny was responsible for import-

ing into Australia the first me- |-

coffee harvester
outside Brazil, a

chanical
operatin

ew Zealand-built berry pick- |
er specially adapted to their [

requirements.

 In May this year, a new har-
vester, built by North Queens-
land Engineers and Agents in

collaboration with the compa- |
nﬁ/, was successfully trialled on
the

praperty.
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- company's difficulties to li- pry 144, owned a 77 ha prop- i i
qu'lldlty pro]bslem;. Coffe | eriy adtid tzt:‘_ed ggghcs tiad in- i Babll’lda CrUSh hIgh .
aques Brothers Lo.ce i3 creased to 240,000, THE Babinda sugar mill crushed the highest | -
operated by brother§ Richard  The opening of the factory s tonnage of cane last week, according to figures
and Anthony Jaques. made the company the only R :

" grower, the company’s manager, Mr Nat Ja-
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FNQ round-up
Jaques denial

JAQUES Brothers Coffee Pty Ltd was not
negotiating with overseas interests for the
takeover of the North Queensland coffee

ques, said yesterday.

Mr Jagues-said the company had been ne-
gotiating the sale of Jaques Brothers with a
number of companies, including a West Aus-
tralian company, but he did not know of any
negotiations with overseas interests.

Mr Jaques said the company was currently
trading out of tiquidation and was C}g)ecting a
good crop this year, with a predicted vield of
about 100 tonnes of coffee. He said the com-
pany also had a good stoek of coffee to supply
current markets.

relemsad by the Australian Sugar P



