The wnining tobaceo

mdustry around the dis -

world trad!ngmarket .

' But to date only a few
have .accepted the new’
CTop a8 a “goer ** despite
the eonfideme

Two of the mest opti-.
mistic people ‘in the dis-"
trict .must be. Nat and
Rickard Jaques, former
East' Africans who have

gambled their future on-

4268-ha. lease of pative
serubland. on the Dimbulak -
Road weat of- Mareeba

“The brothers, who were
brought ﬂ: on a coffee
= plantation In Tanzanta, de-
cided the hostile hills of

East Africa was not the

place to bring up their own
" families.

-After a thorough look
arnund Ausiralia they de-

cided’ the - gentle. rolling -
sandy. loam hills east of

Mareeha would provide the

perfect location for their

own coffee veniure,

‘ments’ under the pioneer
project scheme means that

thay may lease the farm ;

for-around $1000 a year
However they alse must
pnd - some  $200,000 on
velopment over the firgt
years. .
Richard Jaques saud the

vi}led the ldeal" troplcal
“We were :Igoking for

the. control ofithe climate,
wil.h the goodw?mmual raing

Hevlaidthe reeshadto
be *stressed”. to get the -
hioomlnxoitheﬂowersall

chanicai mmumu here -
_ then weneeﬁ unlfom ripen-' -

Ear
“which:

&

Crop, [ <=
to ga%gthzad ln Australia .
Coffee is: traditionally a |
thlrdworldcropgr?wnj_n '

‘Thelr lease arrange- ;

THE PIONEERS of . North Gueamlmd hm not vamshed. s«:me may havo iadad
aomowhat, but- the. splrit that was requirod to turn sechons of the: Australuan buah into

COFFEE trees mwhg on the Jagues progerty mmmgwm ;
. Mar A

However this did not.  The system v&as de-
stop the growers about the” signed by Mr Graham Joh-
turn of :hecenturygalning lin, of the.D.P.Lig Trriga-

“market price made it inthepumpmm.wnpthe

lanltggﬁ 5 plans o in-

'-uneconom:cal in pas-t dials set, the ‘pumpiiben - cregse:to 400°ha. That par-

yield 150,000 tonnes.a-year
** " which is just a drop in'the-
™" bucket of “the 30° million
tonnes a year 1mporten.,-

; ates each:-sectiom for
The Mareeba Coffee Es- ; six~ hours: drawing ;water
tat.e .plans to market its- from . the Finnaroo.:dam.

. initial 36 ha of coffee In This process: ig¥ repeated
":fAustralla Their 90,000 cof- every three days, except

ee trees are expected to whenits ra;njng,.gr

Seedllngs

-‘Most of  the
grown at MCE. were-

The Jaquas brothexs i start'from:scratch and em- -
. have a pnique trickle feed” bark on-such a project, but

‘ticular property is using
the more labour intensive

-furrow irrigation system.

-There are five varieties

_of Arabica Columbian mild

‘coffee being grown at the

. M.CE. — ail ngwned by the

Jacques: Kairi‘typica, Blue
Mountain, Bourbon, Arusha -

- -and Caturra Red. .

- The families expect to
‘eventually- establish their
OWLR export . :

._p!ant and pack_aging plant

It. is an ambitious plan,

. but the Jaques brothers
- are eonfident it wiil come

~to fruition. ‘They are
excited ag% m;ospects for

4 'the future’

echmque imgatlon syatem to their the - mdustry coultl be
the




